A TRIAL rupture of the heart is a dramatic event which leads inevitably to death. This paper reports the only case of atrial rupture among 5,900 autopsies at the Albany Hospital and summarizes the pertinent literature on atrial rupture as to etiology, diagnosis, pathologic physiology, sex, age, and treatment. A total of 79 cases of atrial rupture has been collected from the literature, classified and studied. The present report brings the total number of recorded instances of rupture of the atrium up to 80 .
The term "atrial rupture" denotes a complete, acquired defect of the wall of either atrium through which the blood may leak into the pericardial sac and produce a fatal pericardial tamponade. This condition, never yet known to be diagnosed ante mortem, and suspected only once in 80 9, 1940 . She complained of weakness, vomiting, and lancinating precordial pain of one hour's duration. For the two preceding years, the patient had suffered from angina pectoris and dyspnea during exertion. One year prior to admission, she had chest pains attributed to pleurisy. Previous operations included oophorectomy, renal lithotomy, appendectomy, cholecystectomy, and herniorrhaphy.
On physical examination, the patient was conscious but appeared rather ill, and was evidently suffering severe precordial pain. She vomited occasionally. The blood pressure was 80/60; the pulse rate was 80; the heart sounds were distant and weak and the heart's action slightly irregular. No murmur or friction rub was audible.
Urinalysis showed 2 plus albumin and some leukocytes. The 
